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birth without a new life. Carrying out Wacker's idea, Beck says that 
all baptized infants are new-born, but that some are born dead, or, as 
Lepsius satirically observes : "With one new life a person may come to 
heaven, or, if he has the other, he may go to hell." From these 
statements as to baptismal regeneration our author concludes that 
Lutheran theological teachers are all in the path of error, but he 
derives comfort from the action of the pastors at their conference in 
Berlin in 1898, when not one accepted the challenge to confess that 
he believed in baptismal regeneration. He finds a like confusion on 
the part of theologians concerning faith. Honing speaks of faith that 
is not active but passive. Kahnis, Cremer, and Wacker recognized a 
faith that is unconscious. Philippi says that knowledge is not essential 
to faith, and that faith and the consciousness of it are two different 
things. Althaus founds his faith on his baptism, and not his baptism 
on his faith. From these Lutherans Bunke appeals to Luther, who 
insisted that where faith is not present the sign is vain. It seems 
that in the past ten years Prussia has been passing through an excite- 
ment similar to that caused by the preaching of Whitfield and his 
protests against an unconverted ministry. More and more the people 
are demanding that preachers shall be converted men, as missionaries 
are, and shall labor for the conversion of their congregations. 

W. W. Everts. 



A Short History of Monks and Monasteries. By Alfred 
Wesley Wishart, sometime Fellow in Church History in 
the University of Chicago. Trenton, N. J.: Albert Brandt, 
1900. Pp. 454. S3. 50. 

The volume is printed in luxurious style and is richly illustrated. 
There is no evidence either in the bibliography or in the text that the 
author has gone much beyond the English literature of monasticism. 
But the English literature is abundant and much of it excellent, and the 
author has used it with praiseworthy discrimination. It may be said 
at once that he has produced by far the best book on the subject in the 
English language, and that it would be hard to find in any language 
a better general discussion of the various questions involved in the 
history of monasticism. 

The survey of the monastic institution does not go much beyond 
the Reformation period, when the author thinks "its power was practi- 
cally broken ; " but the Jesuits, who arose during the Reformation time, 
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and in consequence of the Protestant revolution, receive some atten- 
tion. To speak of the power of monasticism as being practically 
broken by the Protestant revolution seems scarcely allowable in view 
of the fact that it has since been the dominant force in the Roman 
Catholic and the Greek Catholic churches, which still greatly exceed 
in numbers all evangelical communions. The Jesuits seem today 
to be the power behind the papal throne, and the influence of 
monasticism in general in the Roman Catholic church is incalculable. 

One of the most distinguishing characteristics of the work is its 
fair-mindedness and moderation. The author is scrupulously careful 
to avoid anything savoring of wholesale denunciation of the system as 
such, and he writes with the warmest appreciation of all that is self- 
sacrificing and heroic in the history of monasticism. 

In his first chapter, on " Monasticism in the East," the author seeks 
for the origin of Christian monasticism in the ascetic life of paganism 
and Essenic Judaism. He finds in Egypt, with its vast solitudes, 
lonely mountains, arid valleys, barren hills, grotesque rocks, etc., "a fit 
home for the hermit, a paradise to the lover of solitude and peace." 
Wishart's account of early oriental monasticism is an admirable re'sume' 
of what is historically assured as well as of the fictions put in circula- 
tion by Jerome and others, and his distribution of praise and blame 
is all that could be desired. 

The second chapter is devoted to western monasticism before the 
founding of the Benedictine order, and contains an excellent account 
of Jerome and his lady friends (Marcella, Paula, etc.) who adopted the 
ascetic life. The beneficent effect of monasticism, as seen in the mis- 
sionary and civilizing work of the Benedictines among the German 
peoples, is fittingly recognized ; but the corruptions into which the 
order fell cannot, of course, be ignored. 

It is to be regretted that the author has so little to say about the 
semi-monastic missionary work of the early British Christians, and that 
he ignores entirely the widespread activity of Columban and his 
associates and successors on the continent. The greatly important 
work of the Anglo-Saxon monastic missionaries in Germany and the 
Netherlands is disposed of in a few lines. The reformed and military 
orders receive more attention, and some of the leading characters are 
well sketched, but no adequate account is given of the circumstances 
that led to the destruction of the Templars or of the fearful persecu- 
tion of the Spiritual Franciscans by the papacy at the instigation of the 
secularized majority of the professed followers of Francis of Assisi. 
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The great intellectual activity of the Dominicans, as seen in men like 
Thomas Aquinas and the German mystics, is recognized only in a short 
sentence. The Augustinian order that produced such men as Staupitz 
and Luther is, so far as I have observed, mentioned only in an enumera- 
tion of mendicant orders ; and] the Carmelites fare no better. The 
chapter on "The Society of Jesus" is one of the best, and tells perhaps 
all that the ordinary reader needs to know of the demoralizing and 
iniquitous principles and practices of this highly influential organiza- 
tion ; but it is very far from sounding the depths of diabolism that 
have been reached, and has little to say about the Counter-Reformation, 
the Thirty Years' War, and the destruction of the Huguenots, that are 
among the achievements of the order. 

The author devotes an entire chapter to the proceedings of Henry 
VIII. against the monasteries of England, and makes an earnest effort 
to arrive at the facts ; but there seems no good reason why the sup- 
pression of monasticism in England should be brought into such 
prominence at the expense of equally important work of a similar 
character in other lands. The concluding chapters, on " Causes and 
Ideals of Monasticism" and "The Effects of Monasticism," are well 
reasoned and well written. The expensive style in which the work has 
been published would seem to indicate that it was not meant for scholars 
or for the masses of intelligent readers, but for book collectors and 
the book-loving rich. In a cheaper form it would command a wide 
reading ; for the thought is just, the style is attractive, and the subject- 
matter is deeply interesting. 

Albert Henry Newman. 

McMaster University, 
Toronto, Can. 



Exploratio Evangelica. A Brief Examination of the Basis 
and Origin of Christian Belief. By Percy Gardner, 
Litt.D. New York: G. P. Putnam's Sons, 1899. Pp. 

x+521. $4.50. 

This bulky volume, dated by the author from Oxford, presents 
some most interesting features to the student of current theological 
literature. It is the work of a layman who has been ripened in the 
best methods of historical investigation, who is a devoutly religious 
man, and whose aim it is to discover a sure basis for the continuance 
of Christian faith. His " Exploration " takes a sufficiently wide range. 
The first book (chaps. 1-10) describes the author's philosophical 



